
Fatality #16 - June 13, 2003 

Electrical - Underground – Pennsylvania 

Mountain Spring Coal Co. - #1


COAL MINE FATALITY - On Friday, June 13, 2003, a 41-year old maintenance foreman, with 15 
years experience, was fatally injured while working on the surface at an underground coal mine. 
The victim and two other maintenance foremen were working at the substation to resolve a mine 
power problem. The victim had removed fuses from disconnects feeding power to a bank of 
capacitors located on top of the substation. While kneeling on top of the substation reinstalling the 
fuses for the station capacitor bank, the victim inadvertently came into contact with either 
energized 12,470-volt power cable or the top of the capacitor bank. 

Best Practices 

• 	 De-energize and ground all high voltage phase leads when not necessary to perform 
work. 

• Use properly inspected and maintained safety equipment. 

• 	 Perform electrical work on high voltage circuits by properly trained, qualified, and 
experienced persons. 

• Maintain a working area free of extraneous materials. 

• Develop a work plan that includes hazard analysis before conducting repair work. 

This is the sixteenth fatal accident reported in calendar year 2003 in the coal mining industry. As 
of this date in 2002, there were 14 fatalities reported in the coal mining industry. This is the third 
fatal accident classified as electrical reported in the coal mining industry in 2003. At this time in 
2002, there were four fatal accidents, classified as electrical, in the coal mining industry. 


